
 
 
 

Prior and future learning 
 

Prior Knowledge What’s next? 
• Recognise that living things can be grouped in a 

variety of ways.  
• Explore and use classification keys to help group.  
• Identify and name a variety of living things in 

their local and wider environment. 
• Recognise that environments can change and 

that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things. 

• Describe the differences in the life cycles 
of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect 
and a bird. 

• Describe the life process of reproduction 
in some plants. 

• Describe the life process of reproduction 
in some animals. 

 
 

Track your learning  
 

How I will show what I have learned    
I can describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an 
insect and a bird. 

   

I can describe the life process of reproduction in some plants. 
 

   

I can describe the life process of reproduction in some animals. 
 

   

 
 

Key knowledge I need to understand 
• As part of their life cycle, plants and animals reproduce. Most animals reproduce sexually. This 

involves two parents where the sperm from the male fertilises the female egg. Animals, including 
humans, have offspring which grow into adults. In humans and some animals, these offspring will be 
born live, such as babies or kittens, and then grow into adults. In other animals, such as chickens or 
snakes, there may be eggs laid that hatch to young which then grow to adults. Some young undergo 
a further change before becoming adults e.g. caterpillars to butterflies. This is called a 
metamorphosis.  

• Plants reproduce both sexually and asexually. Bulbs, tubers, runners and plantlets are examples of 
asexual plant reproduction which involves only one parent. Gardeners may force plants to 
reproduce asexually by taking cuttings. Sexual reproduction occurs through pollination, usually 
involving wind or insects. 

 
 

Scientist: James Brodie 
(Reproduction of plants by spores) 
 

Year 5 Living things and their environment 
(Biology)  

Possible texts to read:  
Mummy laid an egg – Babette Cole 
The Land of Neverbelieve – 
Norman Messenger 

Working 
scientifically 
assessment: Life 
cycles, growth 
survey 

Link to maths curriculum:  
Statistics:  

• Constructing tables to record a range of data about the life cycles of animals from the same 
vertebrate group .(Compare, read and interpret information in tables, including timetables).  



 


